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Abraham  Lincoln 
Quotations  &  Sayings 

"The  Lord  Prefers  Common 
Looking  People..." 


Excerpts  from  newspapers  and  other  sources 

From  the  files  of  the 
Lincoln  Financial  Foundation  Collection 


Morris  C.Hixson 

5641  oak  grove  avenue 
Oakland, Cali  fornia 

Aug.  14,  1950. 


Dr.  Louis  A.  Warren 
Lincoln  Life  Foundation 
Ft.  Wayne,  Indiana. 
My  dear  Doctor: 

Perhaps  you  can" be  of  assist- 
ance in  tracing  a  quotation  ascribed 
to  Lincoln  but  -which  neither  myself  nor 
the  reference  librarians  of  the  Oakland 
Library  can  authenticate. 

The  quotation  is  "The  Lord  must 
have  loved  the  common  peoplej  he  made 
so  many  of  them".  A  search  of  the  vari- 
ous biographies  and  other  books  relat- 
ing to  Lincoln  fails  to  disclose  it. 

As  a  last  resort  Miss  Buchholz 
one  of  the  reference  librarians  suggest- 
ed that  as  editor  of  Lincoln  Lore  you 
might  be  able  to  help  us.  Any  leads  you 
can  give  us  -will  be  appreciated. 


/~*~,  JXu,         Sincerely  yours, 


August  25,  19>' 


Mr.  Morris  C.  Hlxson 
56Vl  Oak  Grove  Avenue 
Oakland,  California 

My  dear  Hlxson: 

We  have  never  felt  that  the  quotation  "The  Lard  mast  have  loved 
the  cormon  people;  he  Bade  so  many  of  then*  was  original  with  Abraham  Lin- 
coln,   The  earliest  reference  we  can  aeeia  to  find  Just  now  o«oea  from  the 
Hew  York  Dally  Tribune  of  Decesfoer  20,  1903  which  state  s  that  a  congress - 
nan  froa  a  western  district  approached  Lincoln  during  the  Presidency  and 
apologized  for  preventing  a  petition  from  his  constituents  because  "They 
ware  cocnon  people".   This  is  said  to  have  bean  responsible  for  Mr*  Lin- 
coln's reply  "Well,  God  oust  have  loved  the  common  people,  Qe's  made  so 
■any  of  them". 

If  we  are  successful  in  finding  an  earlier  notice  of  the  axiom 
credited  to  Abraham  Lincoln,  we  will  advise  you. 

Very  trulyjoure, 


THTls.lt 
L  •A.Warren 


Director 
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November  7,  1951 


Dr.  Louis  A.  Warren,  Director 

The  Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation 

Fort  Wayne  1,  Indiana 

My  dear  Louis: 

Will  your  index  readily  give  you  the 
place  where  Lincoln  said  something  to 
the  effect:     "God  must  have  loved  the 
common  manl  He  made  so  many  of  them". 


RGL : vim 


Hovember  13 $  1951 


Mr.  Ralph  G.  Lindstrom 
420  V.  P*  Stcry  Building 
610  South  Broadway 
Los  Angeles  Ik,  California 

Dear  lfcr*  Linda trora: 

The  question  that  you  put  about  the 
authenticity  of  the  quotation  "God  oust  have  loved  the 
common  man!  Be  made  so  many  of  thera"  can  only  be  answered 
partially. 

Ms  have  never  felt  that  the  quotation  was 
original  with  Abraham  Lincoln  and  the  first  time  we  can 
find  it  mentioned  associated  with  him  is  intthe  Rev  York 
Daily  Tribune  on  December  20,  1903* 

This  paper  states  that  a  Congressman  from 
a  Western  district  approached  Lincoln  during  the  presidency 
and  apologised  for  presenting  a  petition  from  his  constituents, 
because  "they  were  common  people"  •    This  la  said  to  have  been 
responsible  for  tor.  Lincoln's  reply  "Well,  God  must  have  loved 
the  common  people,  he's  made  so  many  of  them". 

Very  truly  yours, 


LAViJX 

L.  A*  barren 


Director 


75-  Speaking  again  about  Missouri  matters  on  December  13,  Lincoln  said- 
that  he  had  heard  some  things  of  Schofield  which  had  very  much  displeased 
him;  that  while  Washburne  was  in  Missouri  he  saw  or  thought  he  saw  that 
Schofield  was  working  rather  energetically  in  the  politics  of  the  state,  and 
that  he  approached  Schofield  and  proposed  that  he  should  use  his  influence 
to  harmonize  the  conflicting  elements  so  as  to  elect  one  of  each  wing,  Gratz 
Brown  and  Henderson.  Schofield's  reply  was  that  he  would  not  consent  to 
the  election  of  Gratz  Brown.  Again,  when  Gratz  Brown  was  about  coming 
to  Washington,  he  sent  a  friend  to  Schofield  to  say  that  he  would  not  op- 
pose his  confirmation  if  he  would,  so  far  as  his  influence  extended,  agree  to 
a  convention  of  Missouri  to  make  necessary  alterations  in  her  state  consti- 
tution. Schofield's  reply,  as  reported  by  Brown.  .  .  ,was  that  he  would  not 
consent  to  a  state  convention.  These  things  [Lincoln  continued],  are  obvi- 
ously transcendent  of  his  instructions  and  must  not  be  permitted.  —Hay-i, 
137-38.  {B} 

76.  In  a  discussion  of  Shakespeare's  King  Henry  IV  with  the  actor  James  H. 
Hackett,  Lincoln  asks: 

why  one  of  the  best  scenes  in  the  play,  that  where  FalstafF  and  Prince  Hal 
alternately  assume  the  character  of  the  King,  is  omitted  in  the  representa- 
tion. 

Hackett  replies  that  the  passage  is  admirable  to  read  but  ineffective  on  stage. 
-Hay-1,138.  {B} 

77.  After  seeing  the  play  on  December  19,  Lincoln  criticized  Hackett's 
reading  of  one  line  and  labeled: 

the  dying  speech  of  Hotspur  an  unnatural  and  unworthy  thing.  —Hay-i, 
139-  IB] 

78.  On  December  23,  Lincoln  told  of  having  a  dream  the  night  before: 
He  was  in  a  party  of  plain  people,  and  as  it  became  known  who  he  was, 
they  began  to  comment  on  his  appearance.  One  of  them  said,  "He  is  a  very 
common-looking  man."  The  President  replied,  "Common-looking  people 
are  the  best  in  the  world;  that  is  the  reason  the  Lord  makes  so  many  of 
them."  —Hay-i,  143.  {B,  A} 

The  more  familiar  version  of  this  quotation  originated  with  Alexander  K. 
McClure  (q.v.).  James  Grant  Wilson  (q.v.)  claimed  to  have  heard  a  similar 
utterance. 

79.  On  Christmas  day,  1863,  Lincoln  said: 

that  he  thought  Chase's  banking  system  rested  on  a  sound  basis  of  prin- 
ciple, that  is,  causing  the  capital  of  the  country  to  become  interested  in  the 
sustaining  of  the  national  credit;  that  this  was  the  principal  financial  mea- 
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MCCONNELL • MCCORMICK 


319 


would  be  held  responsible  for  inaugurating  if  he  were  unable  to  continue 
in  office  to  conquer  the  rebellion  and  restore  the  Union.  —McClure-i,  711 
(1900).  {C} 

16.  More  than  a  decade  after  he  published  his  recollections  without  mention 
of  it,  McClure  recalled  having  heard  Lincoln  say: 

I  have  always  felt  that  God  must  love  common  people,  or  he  wouldn't  have 
if^jnade  so  many  of  them.  —  McClure- 5, 91  (1904).  {C} 

John  Hay's  diary  (Hay-i,  143),  which  provides  the  earliest  version  of  this  re- 
mark, had  not  yet  been  published  in  1903  and  thus  presumably  constitutes  inde- 
pendent corroboration.  The  New  York  Tribune  of  December  20, 1903,  printed 
McClure's  story  with  modifications  that  gave  the  quotation  its  classic  form: 
"Well,  God  must  love  the  common  people,  He's  made  so  many  of  'em." 

john  mcconnell  (1824-1898)  Illinois  farmer  and  Civil  War  officer,  whom 
Lincoln  labeled  "a  sterling  man."323 

1.  After  his  election  to  the  legislature  in  1854,  Lincoln  resigned  in  order  to 
be  a  candidate  for  the  United  States  Senate,  and  a  Democrat  was  elected  in  his 
place.  When  McConnell  spoke  to  him  about  this  setback,  he  replied  that: 

it  reminded  him  of  the  big  lubberly  boy  who  stubbed  his  toe  while  run- 
ning and  sat  down  on  a  stump  and  was  holding  his  foot  in  his  hand.  A 
man  came  along  and  asked  him  how  he  felt,  and  he  said  he  was  too  big  to 
cry,  and  it  hurt  too  bad  to  laugh.324  — McConnell 's  statement  in  the  Chicago 
Times-Herald,  August  25, 1895.  {Dj 

Other  versions  of  this  story  were  published  as  early  as  1859.  Charles  S.  Zane 
(q.v.)  recalled  that  Lincoln  made  such  a  remark  after  his  defeat  in  1858. 

2.  In  i860,  McConnell  saw  the  President-elect  being  attacked  by  a  goat  that 
some  youngsters  had  been  teasing.  Lincoln  held  the  animal  by  his  horns  and 
tried  to  reason  with  him,  thus: 

I  didn't  bother  you.  It  was  the  boys.  Why  don't  you  go  and  butt  the  boys? 
I  wouldn't  trouble  you.  —Ibid.  {C} 

Richard  Cunningham  Mccormick  (1832-1901)  New  York  journalist 
and  Republican  leader,  appointed  secretary  of  Arizona  Territory  in  1863,  later 
governor  and  territorial  delegate  in  Congress. 

1.  In  New  York  City  on  February  27,  i860,  the  day  of  his  Cooper  Union 

address,  discussing  personal  finances  with  an  Illinois  acquaintance  of  former 

years: 

I  have  the  cottage  at  Springfield  and  about  $8,000  in  money.  If  they  make 
me  vice  president  with  Seward,  as  some  say  they  will,  I  hope  I  shall  be  able 
to  increase  it  to  $20,000,  and  that  is  as  much  as  any  man  ought  to  want.  — 
McCormick's  recollection  in  the  New  York  Post,  May  3, 1865.  {D} 


